
Pathways from early 
learning to school 

CONTINUITY OF LEARNING



2 CONTINUITY OF LEARNING  |  Pathways from early learning to school 

Introduction 4
Purpose of this paper 4
About Our Place 4

Why is continuity of learning important? 6
Early education and care benefits all children 6
Consistency and continuity matters 6
Without continuity, the benefits of early learning can fade 6
With continuity, the benefits of early learning endure 6
Disadvantaged children have the most to lose 6

Key concepts 8
A move from transition to continuity 8
Working differently together 8

Key components 10
Defining continuity 10
Organisational and professional continuity 10
Curriculum continuity 12
Pedagogical continuity 12
Assessment continuity 14

Where to start? 19
Learning through Our Place sites 19

Appendices - Practical guidance and resources 20
Appendix 1 - managing the change process 20
Appendix 2 - fostering dialogue across early learning and school systems 22
Appendix 3 - involving and informing parents 26

References 27

Table of Contents

6

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY
Our Place acknowledges the First Nations people of Australia and Traditional Custodians of the lands that we live and work on, and recognise their 
continuing connection to land, water and culture. We pay our respects to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, their Elders past, present and 
emerging. We are committed to working together for a brighter future.

© OUR PLACE 2021
CITATION • Collins, K., Bertrand, J., McLoughlin, J., and McKenzie, F., 2021, Continuity of Learning: pathways 
from early learning to school, Our Place, Doveton, Victoria.




